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D e c i s i o n
In accordance with Section 14(1) of Act No 20/1987, on State monument care, as amended (hereinafter the “Monument Act”) and Section 149 of Act No 500/2004, the Code of Administrative Procedure, as amended (hereinafter the “Code of Administrative Procedure”), the Department of the Chief Architect and Building Code of the Ostrava City Authority (hereinafter the “Ostrava City Authority”), as the competent authority of the State monument care pursuant to Section 29 of the Monument Act and pursuant to Sections 10 and 11(1) of the Code of Administrative Procedure, issues, on the basis of an application filed on 9 April 2018 by the applicant:  Dům kultury města Ostravy, a. s., Business ID No 47151595, 28. října 124/2556, 709 24 Ostrava-Moravská Ostrava, the following 
b i n d i n g   o p i  n i o n:
The Ostrava City Authority, as the competent authority for the State monument care, concluded that in terms of monument care and in accordance with Section 14(3) of the Monument Act, the project: 
“Ostrava Concert Hall, by the Ostrava House of Culture, on 28. října Street in the cadastral area of ​​Moravská Ostrava” (the set of things of the Ostrava House of Culture at 28. října 124, building No 2556 in the cadastral area of Moravská Ostrava, has been declared a cultural monument by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic and is kept in the Central List of Cultural Monuments of the Czech Republic under No 101234) is 
permissible.
The project aims to build a concert hall which will result in overall revitalization of the above cultural monument.  With regard to the architectural design of the House of Culture and its monument protection, as well as the existence of a significant landscape element, which together do not allow for significant building alterations inside the House of Culture or unrestricted development of the lands in its vicinity, the City Authority expects a sensitive extension/annex with acceptable volume, or another form of structure and building alterations of the House of Culture. The goal is the maximum possible use of the House of Culture for all the functions and facilities connected with the operation of the concert hall, while the extension/annex or other form of structure should be kept to the necessary minimum.
Party to the proceedings subject to the administrative authority’s decision (Section 27(1) of the Code of Administrative Procedure):
Dům kultury města Ostravy, a. s., Business ID No 47151595, 28. října 124/2556, 709 24 Ostrava-Moravská Ostrava
For project preparation and implementation, and for the formulation of the conditions for architectural competition for the project, the State monument care authority shall determine the following conditions:
(1)   The building of the “Ostrava Concert Hall” will fully respect the protected monument values of the existing House of Culture designed by Jaroslav Fragner, preserving in particular the urbanistic, architectural and artistic values ​​of the cultural monument. The preparation of the project must take into account the outputs and the findings of the monument’s “passport” (i.e. its strategic document), and in the next stages of the project preparation it must take account of the results of the construction-historical survey prepared by the National Heritage Institute and the Krčmář architects.
(2) The urbanistic concept will be preserved (a monumental space created by the distance from the 28. října Street with an esplanade, accompanied by fountains with statues and landscaped greenery), together with the requirement to preserve the architectural expression conveying the impression of a noble building (high columned portico enhanced by sculptural decoration, a mass design that reflects the function of the individual wings). 
Reasoning:
     On 9 April 2018, the Ostrava City Authority, as the competent authority of the State monument care, received a request for a binding opinion for the specification of conditions for the architectural competition concerning the following project: “Ostrava Concert Hall, by the Ostrava House of Culture, on 28. října Street, in the cadastral area of Moravská Ostrava”. 
     On 10 April 2018, the Ostrava City Authority asked the National Heritage Institute in Ostrava, local branch Ostrava, for a written statement to issue a coordinated opinion, which was delivered to the National Heritage Institute in Ostrava on 10 April 2018. On 10 May 2018, the Ostrava City Authority received the written statement under ref. No NPÚ/381-28497/2018 of 30 April 2018. The extension of the deadline for the issuance of the binding opinion was issued on 21 May 2018 under No SMO/234760/18/ÚHAaSŘ/Wil due to the need to discuss the project in further meetings.
     The set of things of the Ostrava House of Culture at 28. října 124, building No 2556 in the cadastral area of Moravská Ostrava, has been declared a cultural monument by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic and is kept in the Central List of Cultural Monuments of the Czech Republic under No 101234. Therefore, it is subject to Act No 20/1987, on State monument care, as amended.
     The application was not accompanied by project documentation or a more detailed description of the construction project. Therefore, the aim is to determine initial, basic requirements for the design of an architectural competition for the project of this building. The owner of the cultural monument intends to build a concert hall with the appropriate facilities, especially for musical performances of the Janáček Philharmonic Orchestra, and thus change, to some extent, its purpose from various cultural activities towards musical performances. Given that the implementation of this project in the interior of the existing building would most likely mean a major construction alteration of the cultural monument and in many cases a change of the layout and valuable interiors, it seems more practical to construct a building that will meet the requirements for concert activities. The start date of the works and the financial costs of the proposed building will be based on the results of the architectural competition which will be announced together with the specification of the initial conditions. This project is expected to contribute to the extension of the cultural and social values ​​of the Ostrava House of Culture with regard to musical performances. The project envisages a significant expansion of the capacity of the House of Culture, especially its concert areas.
The set of things of the Ostrava House of Culture (register No ÚSKP ČR 101234), at 28. října 124, plot No 2614/1 and 2613/3, cadastral area Moravská Ostrava includes the following components: 
(1) building of the Ostrava House of Culture Street No 2556 – on plot No 2614/1

(2) Youth fountain – on plot No 2613/3

(3) Girl’s Secret fountain – on plot No 2613/3

(4) pair of flag masts and a courtyard – on plot No 2613/3
(5) plot No 2614/1 and 2613/3, cadastral area of Moravská Ostrava.

This cultural monument is an example of high-quality classicistic architecture (architecture and works of art between the official New Classicism and the Brussels style), which represented an effort to cope with the demands for socialist realism in Czechoslovakia in mid-1950s. The contemporary and ideological request for socialist realism form was successfully transformed into modern classicalism after the historicizing modifications by the architect Jaroslav Fragner, using a number of high-quality architectural motifs and elements, including urbanistic composition and location of the set, layout according to the functional purpose of the wings (the main wing with the theater and the show hall, the connecting wing of clubrooms and the wing with cinema and puppet theater), the proportions, the overall composition and the building details, the spatial generosity of the layout, the material design, and the sculptural decoration in the exterior and the interior. The building was designed in 1954, the construction tok place in 1956–1961.
The work of Jaroslav Fragner, a leading Prague architect, the representative of the interwar avant-garde, a member of the Devětsil group, Mánes Union of Fine Arts and a professor of architecture at the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague (awarded with the title of National Artist in 1965) is complemented with a number of artworks, either directly linked to architecture, or completing the surroundings of the House of Culture (e.g. fountains).

According to the current state of knowledge of cultural and historical values, we can state that the protected cultural values of this monuments include, in particular, preserved urbanistic composition – the positioning of all parts of the set of things and the mass design, building’s layout, authentic architectural design and material rendering of the exterior and interior of the building and all authentic elements and valuable works of art (from the sculptors Stanislav Hanzík, Vlastislav Večeř, mosaic from Vladimír Sychr, etc.). Also valuable are many preserved original building and interior elements, surfaces and materials, which jointly create the authentic contemporary interior of the House of Culture. Individual authentic elements cannot be separated but must be assessed in terms of the value of the preserved original and in the context of the overall original architectural design.
The case was assessed on the basis of an application, a written opinion of the National Heritage Institute, local branch Ostrava, ref. No NPÚ/381-28497/2018 dated 30 April 2018, and an on-site inspection. 
In order to prepare the architectural competition and to prepare the construction documents of the “Concert Hall” building, the above initial conditions have been formulated, the aim of which is to preserve the historical values ​​of the immovable cultural monument, preserve the contemporary character of the exterior and interior as a document of the past, as well as to make space for modern architecture respecting past values.
The State monument authority has come to the conclusion that under the given conditions, the project: “Ostrava Concert Hall, by the Ostrava House of Culture, on 28. října Street, in the cadastral area of Moravská Ostrava” is permissible in terms of monument protection. 
Advice:
This decision may be appealed to the Regional Authority of the Moravian-Silesian Region, Department of Culture and Monument Care within 15 days from the date of notification by a submission with the local monument care authority.
Ing. Alexandra Willerthová
authorised official
Party to the proceedings:
Dům kultury města Ostravy, a. s., 28. října 124/2556, 709 24 Ostrava-Moravská Ostrava
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